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Treatment of aliens, including refugees and asylum seekers
R UMmHER 2 THEA DK
32. The Committee notes the responses of the State party in regard to the treatment of aliens,
including refugees and asylum seekers, and welcomes the information on the development of
an improvement plan on treatment in detention facilities, as well as the revision of the
deportation procedure establishing the scheduled date of deportation to be at least two
months after the delivery of notification on the decision.
The Committee notes with interest that the State party is considering proposing an

amendment bill to the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act, stipulating



alternatives to detention as well as the introduction of a system for recognizing eligibility for

complementary protection.

Furthermore, the Committee welcomes that the State party is willing to consider measures to

avoid long-term detention.

It remains concerned, however, at the alarming reports of suffering due to poor health

conditions in immigration detention facilities, including resulting in the death of 3 detainees

between 2017 and 2021, as well as of the precarious situations of the “Karihomensha”,

individuals who have lost their resident status or visas and are out on “provisional release”,

without options to work or obtain revenue.

The Committee is also concerned by reports of the low rate of refugee recognition (arts. 7, 9,

10 and 13)
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33. Taking into consideration the previous recommendations16, the State party should:
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(a) Promptly adopt comprehensive asylum legislation, in line with international standards;

(a) EIFEEAEIC TG 7o JFEE IR 2l e 0 ICERIR T 5 T &

(b) Take all appropriate measures to guarantee that immigrants are not subject to ill-

treatment, including through the development of an improvement plan, in line with

international standards, on treatment in detention facilities, including access to adequate

medical assistance;
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(c) Provide the necessary support to immigrants under “provisional release” and consider
establishing opportunities for them to engage in income-generating activities;
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(d) Ensure that the principle of non-refoulement is respected in practice and that all persons
applying for international protection are given access to an independent judicial appeal
mechanism with suspensive effect against negative decisions;
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(e) Provide alternatives to administrative detention and take steps to introduce a maximum
period of immigration detention, and take measures to ensure that detention is resorted to for
the shortest appropriate period and only if the existing alternatives to administrative
detention have been duly considered, and that immigrants are able to effectively bring
proceedings before a court that will decide on the lawfulness of their detention;
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(f) Guarantee adequate training of migration of border guard officials and immigration
personnel to ensure full respect of the rights of asylum seekers under the Covenant and other
applicable international standards.
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